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OFFICIAL written guidelines 
must be issued to ensure that 
antibiotics licensed for humans 
are used appropriately when 
they are administered to com-
panion animals, it is claimed.

The Bella Moss Foundation 
(BMF) – which supports and pro-
motes new research on MRSA 
and other serious infections 
affecting companion animals 
– claims no such guidance is 
available from veterinary associa-
tions and drug companies.

It is particularly worried about 
human antibiotic use in ani-
mals following cases of incorrect 
administration, and it has con-
cerns about microbial resistance 
and “complacent” use by vets.

Under the prescribing cas-
cade, human antimicrobials can 
be used to treat animals if no 
authorised UK product is avail-
able for the condition in that 
particular species, or if “off-
label” use of a product author-
ised for the same condition in 

another species, or a different 
condition in the same species, 
is not possible.

The foundation claims it is 
aware of several cases in which 
vancomycin has been adminis-
tered incorrectly to animals. In 
one case, it was given orally to 
a dog in an unsuccessful effort 
to treat a wound, which led to 
adverse side effects.

BMF founder Jill Moss told 
Veterinary Times: “The whole 
thing started with an American 
pet owner whose dog devel-
oped a strain of Staphylococcus 
aureus that was resistant to eve-
rything. The vet tried vancomy-
cin and the dog got worse.”

Ms Moss referred the own-
er’s query to the foundation’s 
US veterinary advisors, Scott 
Weese and Andrew Hillier. She 
explained: “[The advisors] said 
that you cannot administer this 
drug orally for non-gastrointesti-
nal infections because it will not 
be adequately absorbed from 
the gastrointestinal tract and may 
cause all sorts of problems. It has 
to be injected intravenously to 
reach the site of the infection.”

Although Ms Moss originally 
thought the problem was iso-
lated to this case, she discovered 
other similar situations had been 
encountered in the UK.

She said: “When it comes 
to treating resistant strains of 
bacteria, veterinary profession-

als should be cautious before 
using some of the drugs without 
training in the correct mode of 
administration. I would like to 
see written guidelines introduced 
for vets who are using a licensed 
product designed for humans, 
because the drug companies 
offer no support or advice [about 
their use in animals].”

Dr Hillier chairs a commit-
tee of the American College of 
Veterinary Dermatology, which 
has been charged with generat-
ing guidelines for skin and ear 
bacterial infections. 
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He said: “I think the best 
way to approach this is to have 
accessible, practical guidelines for 
veterinarians for appropriate use 
of antibiotics. [The committee] 
plans to publish a full report, as 
well as have an easy-reference, 
one or two-page summary for 
veterinarians that is widely dis-
tributed, easily accessible and 
practical for everyday use.”

Having raised the issue with 
both the VMD and the DEFRA 
Antimicrobial Resistance Coor-
dination’s MRSA subgroup, Ms 

COMMENT
Paris’ pachyderms
CONVICTED drink-driver 
Paris Hilton has announced 
that she plans to save suicidal 
drunken elephants from killing 
themselves on electric cables.

In a move equivalent to 
Keith Richards lecturing Pete 
Doherty on the ills of taking 
drugs, the hotel heiress has 
taken it upon herself to steer 
the elephants down the right 
path. Miss Hilton has reacted 
to a spiral of publicity after six 
elephants electrocuted them-
selves during a rice-beer fuelled 
rampage through a village near 
Chandan Nukat, India.

She reportedly said: “The 
elephants get drunk all the time. 
It is becoming really dangerous. 
We need to stop making 
alcohol available to them.”

Three years ago, four other 
elephants were electrocuted 
after a similar drunken esca-
pade in the same area, suggest-
ing elephants do forget after all 
– after a few drinks, at least.

Local conservationists have 
praised villagers for their brave 
and swift action, which limited 
the damage caused by the 
40-strong herd. As well as hurt-
ing themselves, the pie-eyed 
pachyderms have caused a 
number of hangovers for vil-
lagers across the north-eastern 
state of Assam, by causing the 
deaths of 600 people in the 
area, plundering granaries and 
tearing apart homes. Human 
expansion has severely cut their 
habitat and food supply, leading 
to the giant mammals stealing 
from their human neighbours.

With Miss Hilton’s natural fl air 
for creating publicity, she may 
be the perfect person to raise 
awareness and make sure this 
is the elephant’s last tango 
in…Chandan Nukat.           VT
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QUEST FOR GUIDELINES TO 
AVOID ANTIBIOTIC MISUSE

John FitzGerald, of the VMD: “It’s 
about good information being 
available to the right people.”

Jill Moss: caution is needed 
when using some drugs 
without specifi c guidance.
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Moss is now in talks with the 
BSAVA scientifi c committee to 
make guidelines available through 
the association’s website.

Ms Moss has also been in 
talks with the foundation’s UK 
advisors, David Lloyd and Tim 
Nuttall, who she claims have 
both shown interest in helping to 
produce the guidelines.

Professor Lloyd, from the 
RVC, told Veterinary Times: “I’m 
very much in favour of the idea of 
guidelines for use of antimicrobi-
als as a way of helping people to 
make choices. I think it would be 
great if the BSAVA included it on 
its website. There is a need for 
guidelines, but I think they need 
to be based around an under-
standing of how we should be 
using antimicrobials.

“People are not careful enough 
with the way they use antimicro-
bials and, because we’ve got 
away with using them in rather 
a casual way, we’ve become 
complacent. Now that we have 
these very highly resistant Staph 
intermedius and Staph aureus 

isolates, we’ve got to change 
our policies totally.”

Although the creation of such 
guidelines is outside the remit of 
the VMD, its director of policy, 
John FitzGerald, said: “Our gen-
eral view on the use of antibiotics 
is one of responsible use, and 
we would support anything that 
might help vets reach the right 
clinical judgement. The general 
concept is a good one – it’s about 
good information being available 
to the right people so they can 
make the right decisions.”

A BSAVA spokesman said the 
association’s MRSA guidelines 
had become “a vital resource” 
and were constantly updated.

“When next updating the 
guidelines, the association’s sci-
entifi c committee will consider 
whether advice on the issues 
surrounding antimicrobial drugs 
licensed for humans used cur-
rently under the cascade system 
is an appropriate and practi-
cal inclusion for vets working 
in small animal practice,” the 
spokesman added.

THE RVC hopes that the 
£7.8m it has secured this year 
for scholarships and facilities 
will help to address a wor-
rying shortage of veterinary 
researchers in the UK.

The college raised the money 
to fund research into infectious 
diseases, animal welfare and 
diverse animal populations. 

To encourage more practising 
veterinarians into the research 
fi eld, the RVC has also opened 
its doors to the profession 
and revealed plans to offer 34 
research scholarships.

The college’s vice-principal 
of research, Jonathan Elliott, 
revealed: “We desperately 
need more vets in research to 

shape the future direction of 
our profession.”

The RVC plans to focus on 
four key research areas:
 control of veterinary 
infectious diseases;
 cardiovascular and 
infl ammatory biology;
 musculoskeletal biology; and 
 reproduction, genes 
and development.

The grants received by the 
RVC have made this work 
possible, and staff at the col-
lege hope this funding wil l 
enable it to attract and retain 
talented researchers.

Professor Elliott said: “Funding 
into research is important, not 
just at this time – with a rise in the 
occurrence of infectious diseases 
such as bluetongue and avian 
infl uenza – but for the future, to 

RVC LOOKS TO FUTURE AFTER 
BOOST TO RESEARCH FUNDS
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ensure that the next generation 
of researchers is given the best 
possible opportunity to start 
research careers.”

It is hoped that further fund-
ing this year will enable the RVC 
to raise more than the £8m it 
received last year.

Staff expansion
As part of its work towards main-
taining high-quality research, 
the college stated it had also 
made a “signifi cant expansion” 
in academic staff to enable it 
to build on key research over 
the next fi ve years. 

Prof Elliott explained: “This 
sustained increase in research 
funding indicates that the Royal 
Veterinary College is increas-
ingly being seen as a hub of 
high-quality research. Graduate 
researchers at the RVC are 
driving the scientific advances 
that truly inform clinical practice 
and responding to the Gov-
ernment’s current priorities by 

providing strategic research into 
how to control endemic and 
emerging infectious diseases and 
improve animal welfare.”

Of the £7.8m raised, £2m has 
been secured from the Biotech-
nology and Biological Sciences 
Research Council (BBSRC) for:
 34 research scholarships (18 
of which will be given to PhD 
students over three years); 
 four BBSRC Industrial CASE 
studentships; and 
 12 scholarships to study a mas-
ters in veterinary epidemiology. 

Funds for facilities
Funding has also been pro-
vided to improve facilities at the 
university. This includes £2.59m 
from the East of England Devel-
opment Agency, and £1.5m 
from the higher educat ion 
funding council for England’s 
Science Research Investment 
Fund towards the new centre for 
the control of veterinary infec-
tious diseases and zoonoses.

Despite the RVC’s successful 
fund-raising efforts for research, 
the RCVS Trust – a provider 
of veterinary research – claims 
more investment in this area 
is still needed.

The trust’s director, Gerri 
McHugh, said: “There is a con-
tinuing and growing need for 
investment in veterinary research 
in the UK. Scholarships are fun-
damental in encouraging vet-
erinarians into a research career 
to work on a growing range of 
animal and human diseases.”

Ms McHugh added that 
research played a fundamental 
role in animal welfare, as well 
as an increasingly important 
role in human medicine for a 
wide range of diseases, including 
cancer and AIDS.

“Increased investment in vet-
erinary research is critical in 
order to attract a greater number 
of veterinarians into a research 
career to undertake this impor-
tant work,” she concluded.

 We desperately 
need more vets 
in research to 
shape the future 
direction of 
our profession. 

In brief
 TRUSTEES: Pet Blood 
Bank UK (PBBUK) has named 
its newly convened board of 
trustees, which will aim to 
ensure the charity’s long-term 
health and effectiveness, play a 
key role in developing its busi-
ness plan, formulate strategies 
and support fund-raising 
activities. The trustees are the 
former head of the National 
Blood Service, Phil Nuttall, BVA 
past-president Freda Scott-
Park, SPVS president John 
Hills, PBBUK executive director 
Wendy Barnett, and Colin 
Clark, principal of corporate 
fi nance fi rm Clark Associates.

 COLOUR CODING: Forum 
Products has introduced new 
four-tube colour coded packag-
ing for Botonic, its range of 
oral pastes for veterinary 
nutrition in ruminants. It 
claims that the new packs are 
easier to identify and contain 
four single-use tips for cleaner 
feeding. The range aims to 
offer a “practical alternative” 
for veterinary nutrition in 
cows and ewes at risk of milk 
fever or ketosis, and in cases of 
rumen disturbance.

 10K RUN: The Company of 
Animals has presented Dogs 
for the Disabled with a cheque 
for £10,000, raised through 
its team’s efforts at the Great 
North Run. The charity’s corpo-
rate fund-raising manager, 
Laura Stuart, said: “This 
fantastic sum of money raised 
will help support the work of 
[Dogs for the Disabled] and 
will sponsor two very special 
dogs through their training.”

 TEXT ALERTS: The 
NFU will use text messages 
to keep farmers up to date 
with information on foot-and-
mouth and bluetongue. Once 
registered, its members will 
receive updates on exclusion 
zones and other details from 
DEFRA. It is hoped that the 
service will allow farmers to 
react quickly to relevant 
news. To register, telephone 
the NFU on 0870 8458458.

 WATERLOGGED: Gemini 
Data Loggers has launched the 
Tinytag Aquatic 2 logger, which 
is designed for long-term 
immersion and underwater 
temperature monitoring. 
According to the company, the 
new version has its predeces-
sor’s main features, as well 
as a higher resolution (16 bit) 
and the ability to store 32,000 
readings. Visit www.tinytag.
info for more information.

 FAB AT 50: An apricot 
English rose has been named 
the “Fab at 50” rose to mark 
the Feline Advisory Bureau’s 
golden anniversary next year. 
The fl owers can be ordered 
from www.worldofroses.com 
or via the FAB website (www.
fabcats.org). The charity will 
receive a £2 donation for each 
Fab at 50 rose sold.

  ANTIBIOTIC GUIDELINES – from front page

VETERINARY referral centre VRCC has installed 
what it believes is the fi rst new “human” CT scanner 
in a UK private small animal veterinary centre, at a 
cost of almost £500,000.

The scanner – a new, state-of-the-art multi-leaf 
Siemens Somatom – was installed on-site at VRCC’s 
Essex centre a year after its six-million-volt linear 
accelerator went online, providing the centre with 
the only veterinary radiotherapy facility in the UK.

Clinical director Susan North said: “Like every 
other private practice in the UK, before we installed 
our new Siemens scanner we travelled off-site for 
scans with three staff members early in the morning 

or late at night – a procedure that was inconvenient, 
time consuming and very expensive, with costs to 
clients, before any treatment, of around £1,000.”

Dr North said the new scanner would allow the 
procedure to be performed quicker, would cause less 
stress to patients, and scans could be done at about 
half the previous price. “[This will bring] this often 
vital form of diagnosis within the reach of many 
more clients and leave more of their budget for all 
important treatments,” she added.

VRCC has also appointed therapeutic radiogra-
pher Tom Jackson, who previously worked at Guy’s 
and St Thomas’ in Westminster.

Big hopes for clearer picture of client value

The on-site scanner will save time and money, it is claimed.
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