
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

three years old. Jill told me that when Bella died 
she searched Internet for information on MRSA in 
pets and found nothing so set up the website 
www.pets-mrsa.com Now in the memory of Bella a 
beautiful dog who died so tragically, other animals 

are being saved. 
Thank you Jill so much  
Charlotte Hudley (Gloucestshire) 
 
 

Case 2 
Just before Christmas 2005 I discovered a growth 

on the chest of my terrier, Flo.  
We knew about MRSA because a family member 
had contracted it while in hospital and we were 
naturally anxious that Flo should not become 
infected during the procedure to remove the lump. 
I emailed the pets-mrsa web site and immediately 
Jill got in touch. I had so much good and practical 

advice from her and her expert contacts as well as 
moral support when needed. 
Thanks to Jill and the kind care of our vet, Flo came 
through.   
I could not have coped without 
The foundation’s support. 
Jane Maclure  

(Scotland) 

 
 

WHAT PEOPLE HAVE SAID: 

Trevor Turner, Bvet Med, MRCVS
Forty years experience in general veterinary 
practice and is now a forensic expert witness 
and chief vet for Crufts. 
“Jill Moss was understandably devastated following 

the death of her beloved Bella, a ten years old 
Samoyed, who had been admitted for routine 
orthopaedic stifle surgery and died in August 2004 
as a result of MRSA infection. 
“At that time MRSA was relatively unknown, 
unrecognised or unacknowledged in general 
veterinary practice but as a result of her loss Jill 

Moss has worked tirelessly to ensure that 
awareness both within the profession and generally 
is raised in relation to this threat. 
“In the spring of 2005 this resulted in the launch of 
the Bella Moss Foundation, a charitable company, 
aimed at providing a source of information 
regarding the threat of MRSA to our pets. As a 

result, many routine veterinary procedures have 
been revised to reduce the risk from this previously 
unrecognised bacterial threat. 
“Jill Moss is to be congratulated on her efforts.  She 

has achieved much in a relatively short time; long 
may it continue.” 
 
MEG CURNICK, CALDER VETERINARY GROUP. 
West Yorkshire BVSc MRCVS – Small animal vet 

and associate partner in a large veterinary first 
opinion/referral hospital practice. 
“The Bella Moss Foundation is to be congratulated for 
bringing MRSA into the forefront of veterinary 
consciousness, and for doing so consistently,
rationally, scientifically, and without hysteria. Its 
efforts to encourage the Veterinary profession to 

educate itself about this increasingly common 
condition are to be applauded, and will contribute 
significantly towards the raising of practice standards 
in this area." 
 
PETER PURVES, Honorary Vice Patron of The 
Bella Moss Foundation 

"MRSA is going to become a serious problem for 
companion animals if we don't take action now, and 
we need as much information about it as we can get. 
The Bella Moss Foundation is taking the lead in 
bringing support and awareness to pet owners and 
vets on this emerging problem and I am pleased to 
be associated with their work." 
 
“The Bella Moss Foundation has, over the past 
two years, helped to increase awareness of 
MRSA in animals and I am proud to be President 
of a charity that bears Bella’s name. I am proud 
that The Bella Moss Foundation has become a 
voice for pet owners, and been instrumental in 

promoting education for veterinary staff.” Jill 
Moss, President, The Bella Moss Foundation 

 
 

 

ABOUT  
THE BELLA MOSS 

FOUNDATION 

The Bella Moss Foundation 

135 Edgwarebury Lane 
Edgware 
Middlesex HA8 8ND 07860 879079 
info@thebellamossfoundation 
This leaflet has been produced with the 
assistance of 
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The Bella Moss Foundation began in 2004 as a 
website providing information to pet owners on 
MRSA in companion animals.  

Since then, Jill Moss (President of The Foundation) 

and Mark Dosher have worked to raise awareness 
of MRSA among pet owners and veterinary staff. 

MRSA, unlike the other, more virulent, pathogens 
that affect companion animals, has a profound 
effect on owners whose pets contract the infection. 
The tabloid press in particular has sensationalised 
MRSA out of all proportion to its reality, and this 
has generated a disproportionate climate of fear 

that leads to a search for blame that does not tend 
to occur in the cases of other infections 
 

Pet owners often experience shock and fear when 

an infection occurs because they have been led to 
believe that it is a fatal, untreatable silent, hidden 
killer beyond the skill of the so-called experts to 

treat. Among the things we tell owners when they 
contact The Foundation for the first time are:  

MRSA is not a death sentence. If it is identified 
early enough and treated correctly, it tends to 
have a better outcome than in humans. 

The vast majority of infections occur after 
orthopaedic surgery and, to a lesser extent, in 

chronic conditions such as chronic dermatitis or 
non-healing wounds. 

The predominant strains of MRSA affecting 
companion animals are overwhelmingly those that 
also appear in human hospitals, usually Epidemic 
strains EMRSA 15 and 16. 

Animals come into contact with MRSA from a 

variety of sources. If an owner is in a high-risk 
group for MRSA carriage, (hospital workers, for 
instance) there is a possibility that they carry 
MRSA; but unless they fall into a particular risk 
group they are unlikely to be the source of an 
infection. 

It has been shown that veterinary staff can have a 
higher risk of carrying MRSA compared to the 
general population. 

Our aim is to give owners the information that will 
help them understand what is happening and 
relieve any unnecessary fear or anxiety that they 
feel. 
 

We also tell them that vets all across the country 
can access experts and specialists both at the Royal 
Veterinary College and other veterinary schools, 
and we can help get that access if they want. This 
has been one of the major benefits from The 
Foundation’s work with the country’s leading 
veterinary experts. 

 
One of the biggest problems faced by The 
Foundation occurs when a pet is positive for 
colonisation and the owner is in a high-risk group 
for carriage. Doctors and health practitioners across 
the UK, USA and Canada frequently refuse to swab 
pet owners who do not exhibit clinical signs of 

infection, and so The Foundation has asked DEFRA 
and the Department of Health to increase 
awareness of cross infection of MRSA among health 
care professionals. 

Many owners call us because they have brought 

home a pet with a serious infection, maybe MRSA, 
or multiple infections such as E-coli or 

pseudomonas and MRSA. They may have been 
given very little advice or none at all about caring 
for their pet at home, and may not be aware of 
the cross infection risks. They are often very 
anxious, and we offer them the guidelines we 
have developed with the Royal Veterinary College 
on caring for an infected pet in the home.  

Although the majority of The Foundation’s work is 
with pet owners, it has a strong and stated 
commitment to working with the veterinary 
profession to improve knowledge and awareness 
through the promotion of research and the 
provision of seminars and lectures for vets and vet 
nurses.  

The first of these was the 1st International 
Conference on MRSA in Animals, a two-day event 

that took place in June 2006. Jointly with the 
University of Liverpool, which hosted the event, 
The Foundation was instrumental in bringing 
together for the first time the world’s leading 
veterinary researchers and clinicians to present 
their work on MRSA. Microbiologists, clinicians and 

epidemiologists discussed the emergence of MRSA 

into the animal world as well as their different 
experiences of dealing with it. 

From this conference came a commitment by the 
speakers to participate in a second event in 2008, 

possibly run in tandem with the World 
Dermatology Congress to be held in Hong Kong, 
and the development of a website dedicated to 
dissemination new developments in the knowledge 
of MRSA. 

The second main consequence of that Conference 
was the decision by The Foundation to support a 
series of Continuing Professional Development 

events specifically aimed at bringing this new 
knowledge to practicing vets and vet nurses. 
Janssen Animal Health shared the understanding 
of the need for such a programme, and these 
events are the result of that joint commitment.   

The third strand of The Foundation’s work with 
and for the veterinary profession is the creation of 

a series of websites that will offer information on 
MRSA and other clinical issues. The first of these is 
now in development with the College of Animal 
Welfare and will be aimed specifically at veterinary 
nurses and other practice staff. Apart from the 
information contained within, the website will offer 
a Certificate of Achievement to those who 

successfully complete a multiple-choice 
questionnaire; we expect the Certificate to be 
validated by a nationally recognised body and be 
accredited as appropriate for meeting the criteria 
for Continuing Professional Education. 

It is clear that awareness of MRSA in animals has 
yet to be fully realised within the veterinary 

profession, and The Bella Moss Foundation will 
therefore continue to work with veterinary leaders 
and practitioners to bring about the necessary 
change.  

Case 1 

My dog Larry became infected with MRSA following 
cruciate ligament surgery (just like Bella did) I 
searched the website for information on pets and 

MRSA and found The Bella Moss Foundation. Jill 
spoke with me for many hours and advised me on 
what to ask my vet and put me in touch with 
experts who could offer me advise when my vet 
knew very little. Larry is now doing well; he is only 


